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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 7-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Adams (US 5882261). 

As to Claim 1: Adams (US 5882261) discloses 

A gaming device comprising a wheel with a plurality of digits on it, and a display device 
adapted to display said plurality of digits (Fig. 2); 

a plurality of player-selectable digit positions displayed by the display device (Fig. 2); 
and a processor operable with the display device to select and display a predetermined 
number of digits, wherein said number is greater than one, enable a player to select one 
of said digit positions for each of said selected digits, associate each said selected digit 
with the digit position selected by the player, and determine an award based on an 
order of the digits associated with the digit positions by the player (Col. 3 Lines 1-28) 

As to Claim 2: Adams '261 discloses 

A mechanical bonus payout indicator, which can be considered as a display device that 
also has digits displayed on it (Col. 1 Lines 50-60 and Col.4 Lines 31-35). 
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As to Claim 3, Adams '261 discloses 

the mechanical indicator which can be also considered as the mechanical device and as 
shown is in a circular form (Fig. 2). 

As to Claim 7, Adams '261 discloses: 

that the award could have a value of the order of the digits in the digit indicator (Col. 2 
Lines 1-10). Adams explains a variety of determining how to make the payout (or 
award), among which includes awarding in the order of the digit displayed on the 
indicator. 

As to Claim 8, Adams '261 discloses: 

that the award is based on a mathematical operation such as multiplication, which can 
include any digit in the indicator (Col. 2 Lines 1-10). 

As to Claim 9, Adams'261 discloses: 

a process that is operable to enable the player to have the freedom of choosing the 
order of indicia shown on the game (Col. 2 Lines 1-12). 

As to Claim 10, Adams'261 discloses: 

a player-selectable modified input, wherein activation of the modified input initiates an 
award modification method (Col.1 Line 51 - Col. 2 Line 9). 
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As to Claim 11, Adams'261 discloses: 

a process in which selection of one of the award modification methods is made to be 
applied to the award (Col. 2 Lines 1-9). 

As to Claim 12, Adams'261 discloses: 

an award modification technique that includes multiplication with the digits shown by an 
indicator, and also addition or subtraction of the indicator (Col. 2 Lines 1-26). 

As to Claim 13, Adams'261 discloses: 

a gaming device comprising: a display device (Fig. 1); a plurality of symbols adapted to 

be displayed by the display device, wherein said symbols include a plurality of digits and 

at least one selection symbol (Col.1 Lines 24-38); 

a plurality of selections adapted to be displayed by the display device, 

wherein one of a plurality of the digits is associated with each selection; a plurality of 

digit positions displayed by the display device (Col.1 Lines 24-38); and a processor 

operable with the display device to: 

(a) pick a predetermined number of symbols (Col.1 Lines 24-38); 

(b) enable a player to associate each of said symbols with one of said digit positions 
(Col.1 Lines 24-38); 

(c) enable the player to pick one of said plurality of selections if the selection symbol is 
picked (Col.1 Lines 24-38); 
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(d) associate the digit associated with the selection picked by the player with the digit 
position with which the selection symbol is associated if the selection symbol is picked 
(Col.1 Lines 24-38); and 

(e) determine an award based on an order of digits associated with the digit positions 
(Col.3 Line 66- Col. 4 Line 6). 

As to Claim 14, Adams'261 discloses: 

that the displayed digits and the selection symbol are displayed on a mechanical display 
device (or indicator)(Col.6 Lines 3-8). 

As to claim 15, Adams'261 discloses: 

a mechanical display device that is substantially circular (Claim 23). 
As to claim 16, Adams'261 discloses: 

That the display device reveals to the player the digit associated with the selection 
symbol if the selection symbol is picked (Claim 27). 

As to claim 17, Adams'261 discloses: 

that the number of digit positions is predetermined (Claim 27). 



As to claim 18, Adams'261 discloses: 
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That the player pushes a button, when the primary reels indicate one of a 
predetermined plurality of indicia, which is similar to the player being enabled to pick a 
digit position before said digit is randomly picked (Col. 2 Lines 10-14). 

As to Claim 19, Adams'261 discloses: 

An award that is based on an order of the digits in said digit positions (Col. 2 Lines 27- 
41). 

As to Claim 20, Adams'261 discloses: 

an award that is based on combining by a mathematical operation at least two of said 
digits in said digit positions (Col.2 Lines 1-8). 

As to Claim 21 , Adams'261 discloses: 

A processor that is operable to enable the player to rearrange the order of the digits or 
his selection as he chooses (Col.2 Lines 1-13). 

As to Claim 22, Adams'261 discloses: 

The gaming device selectable modify input, wherein award modification method 
includes a player-activation of the modify input initiates an award modification method 
(Col.2 Lines 13-26). 



As to Claim 23, Adams discloses: 
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award modification methods that includes performing different mathematical operation 
on the award, regenerating an award, etc. (Col. 2 Lines 1-51) 

As to Claim 24, Adams'261 discloses: 

an award modification method, and wherein the processor randomly determines if an 
award modification method will be applied to the award (Col. 1 Lines 24-38 and Col. 2 
Lines 22-26). 

Claims 1, 4, 6 and 25-33 and 35-59 and 62-94 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Adams (U.S. 5823874) 

As to Claim 1: Adams'874 discloses: 

A gaming device comprising a wheel with a plurality of digits on it, and a display device 
adapted to display said plurality of digits (Fig. 2); 

a plurality of player-selectable digit positions displayed by the display device (Fig. 2); 
and a processor operable with the display device to select and display a predetermined 
number of digits, wherein said number is greater than one, enable a player to select one 
of said digit positions for each of said selected digits, associate each said selected digit 
with the digit position selected by the player, and determine an award based on an 
order of the digits associated with the digit positions by the player (Col.1 Line 52 - Col. 2 
Line 9) 
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As to Claim 4, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the number of player-selectable indicia positions is predetermined (Col. 2 Lines 1- 
61). 

As to Claim 6, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the game enables the player to make a selection of different kinds (Col.1 Lines 21- 
34). Among these selections, one can include enabling the player to select digits in 
different formats. 

As to Claim 25, Adams '874 discloses: 

a gaming device comprising: a plurality of digits; a mechanical display device adapted to 
display said plurality of digits; a plurality of selectable digit positions (Abstract); and an 
award adapted to be provided to a player including a plurality of digits associated with 
the digit positions by the player, wherein the order of said digits indicates a value of the 
award (Col. 1 Line 52- Col. 2 LinelO) 

As to Claim 26, Adams '874 discloses: 

a mechanical display device (or a wheel indicator) that includes a plurality of sections, 
wherein one of the plurality of digits is displayed in each section (Col.1 Lines 52-67 and 
Fig.2). 



As to Claim 27, Adams '874 discloses: 
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that the mechanical display device is substantially circular(Col.1 Lines 52-67 and Fig. 2). 
As to Claim 28, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the mechanical display device is adapted to rotate and stop at a position wherein 
an indicator indicates one of the plurality of digits (Col. 3 Lines 5-25). 

As to Claim 29, Adams '874 discloses: 

a selection symbol displayed by the mechanical display device, said selection symbol 
indicating a selection of at least one of a plurality of selections, wherein one of the 
plurality of digits is associated with each selection (Col.1 Lines 20-35). 

As to Claim 30, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the plurality of selections are displayed by a mechanical display device (Col.2 Lines 
30-49). 

As to Claim 31, Adams '874 discloses: 

a game; a cabinet; a moveable mechanical display device supported by the cabinet and 
having a plurality of modification methods displayed thereon (Col.4 Lines 46-59), 
wherein the mechanical display device is operable to simultaneously display a plurality 
of the modification methods to a player (Fig. 1); 

an indicator supported by the cabinet and operable to move to indicate one of the 
modification methods which is displayed when the mechanical display device stops 
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moving (Abstract and Col.1 Lines 52-65); 

an original award including a plurality of digits associated with a plurality of digit 
positions, wherein the order of said digits indicates a value of the original award (Col.1 
Lines 52-65); and 

a modified award including a modification of the digits of the original award based on 
the modification method indicated by the indicator and mechanical display device (Col. 
1 Line 66 - Col.2 Line9). 

As to Claim 32, Adams '874 discloses: 

that each modification method is associated with one of a plurality of sections of the 
mechanical display device (Col. 1 Line 66 - Col.2 Line9). 

As to Claim 33, Adams '874 discloses: 

That the mechanical display device includes a plurality of surfaces, each said surface 
displaying at least one of the modification methods (Fig. 2). 

As to Claim 36, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the mechanical display device is positioned on a longitudinally extending rotational 
axis (Fig. 1). 
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As to Claim 37, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the indicator is operable to move substantially parallel to the longitudinal rotational 
axis (Fig. 1). 

As to Claim 38, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the mechanical display device is adapted to rotate along a rotational axis and to 
stop to reveal at least one modification method (Col. 3 Lines 5-24). 

As to Claim 39, Adams '874 discloses: 

that rotational axis is substantially horizontally disposed (Fig. 1). 
As to Claim 40, Adams '874 discloses: 

means for oscillating the indicator relative to the mechanical display device (Fig. 1 and 
Col. 3 Lines 5-24). 

As to Claim 41, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the oscillation of the indicator is substantially parallel to the rotational axis of the 
mechanical display (Fig. 1 and Col. 3 Lines 5-24). 



As to Claim 42, Adams '874 discloses: 
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that the movement of the indicator is coordinated with the movement of the mechanical 
display device to designate one of the award modification methods to be applied to the 
award (Fig. 1 and Col. 3 Lines 5-24). 

As to Claim 43, Adams '874 discloses: 

the indicator moves simultaneously with the movement of the mechanical display 
device (Fig. 2). 

As to Claim 44, Adams '874 discloses: 

A mechanism that controls the movement of the mechanical display and the movement 
of the indicator (Col.2, Lines 10-15). 

As to Claim 45, Adams '874 discloses: 

a predetermined sequence that causes the mechanical display and the indicator to 
move simultaneously (Col.1 Lines 52-65). 

As to Claim 46, Adams '874 discloses: 

a possible predetermined sequence that could cause the indicator to move after the 
mechanical display stops rotating (Col.1 Lines 52-65). 

As to Claim 47, Adams '874 discloses: 

a predetermined sequence that causes the indicator to pass by each of the modification 
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methods of the modification methods at least once before stopping to indicate one of 
the displayed modification methods (Col.1 Lines 52-65). 

As to Claim 48, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the movement of the mechanical display and the movement of the indicator are 
controlled by a random generation (Col.1 Lines 21-35 and Col.2 Lines 10-15). 

As to Claim 49, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the movement of the mechanical display and the movement of the indicator are 
individually controlled by separate random generations (Col.1 Lines 21-35 and Col.2 
Lines 10-15). 

As to Claim 50, Adams '874 discloses: 
a gaming device comprising: 
a plurality of digits (Fig. 1) 

Mechanical display device adapted to display said plurality of 

a plurality of selectable digit positions (Fig. 1); an original award determined based on a 
plurality of digits associated with the digit positions, wherein the order of said digits 
indicates a value of the original award (Col. 1 Line 66 - Col.2 Line 10); 
a plurality of different award modification methods (Col. 1 Line 66 - Col.2 Line 10); 
a second mechanical display device adapted to display said award modification 
methods (Col. 3 Lines 24-43); and 
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a modified award determined based on a modification of the digits of the original award 
by the modification method indicated by the second mechanical display device (Col. 3 
Lines 24-43). 

As to Claim 51 , Adams '874 discloses: 

that the modified digits of the original award and the digits of the original award indicate 
an amount of the modified award (Col.3 Lines 24-43). 

As to Claim 52, Adams '874 discloses: 

that a selectable modify input which controls the processor is activated to initiate one of 
the award modification methods selected from the plurality of modification methods 
(Col. 1 Line66-Col.2 Line 10). 

As to Claim 53, Adams '874 discloses: 

a processor which controls the mechanical display device and which is operable to 
randomly select a predetermined number of digits, enable a player to select one of said 
digit positions after each of said digits is selected, and associate said digit with the digit 
position selected by the player (Col.1 Lines 21-35 and Col.2 Lines 10-15). 

As to Claim 54, Adams '874 discloses: 

an original award including a plurality of digits displayed by the display device, said 
original award resulting from a player selecting one of said digit positions after each of 
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said digits is randomly selected, wherein the order of said digits indicates an amount of 
the original award (Col. 3 Lines 24-43). 

As to Claim 55, Adams '874 discloses: 

that upon a triggering event in the game, said processor enables the player to select 
one of a plurality of digits associated with each of a plurality of selections, and to 
associate said digit with one of said digit positions (Col. 2 Lines 30-48). 

As to Claim 56, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the triggering event includes the selection of a selection symbol displayed on the 
first mechanical display (Col. 2 Lines 30-48). 

As to Claim 57, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the digit associated with the selection is revealed if the selection is selected (Col.2 
Lines 30-48). 

As to Claim 58, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the plurality of digits are displayed on a first mechanical display device, said first 
mechanical display device is substantially circular (Col.2 Lines 30-48). 
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As to Claim 59, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the award modification methods are displayed by a second mechanical display 
device (Col.1 Lines 52-65). 

As to Claim 62, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the movement of a translating indicator is coordinated with the rotation of the 
second mechanical display device to designate one of the award modification methods 
to be applied to the award (Col. 5 Line 58- Col. 6 Line 11). 

As to Claims 63-80, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the award modification method that includes a rearrangement of the digits of the 
original award, and the ability to change the primary award won by the game. Adams 
'874 discloses several different methods that includes award modification techniques 
(Col. 1 Line 66 - Col.2 Line 10). 

As to Claims 81, Adams '874 discloses: 

A gaming device comprising: a plurality of digits; a display device adapted to display 
said plurality of digits; 

a plurality of player-selectable digit positions displayed by the display device (Fig. 1 and 
2); and 

a processor operable with the display device to 

(a) enable a player to select an order of a plurality of digit positions (Col. 1 Line 66 - 
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Col.2 Line 10); 

(b) select and display a predetermined number of digits, wherein said number is greater 
than one (Col. 1 Line 66 - Col.2 Line 10);, 

(c) associate each of the selected digits with the digit positions related to the order 
selected by the player, and 

(d) determine an award to provide to the player based on the order of the digits 
associated with the digit positions (Col. 3 Lines 24-43). 

As to Claims 82-83, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the order of the digits associated with the digit positions is based on the order of the 
plurality of digit positions selected by the player and the order in which the 
predetermined number of digits is selected and displayed (Col.2 Lines 30-48). Adams 
'874 describes a general format of selection by the player and payout which includes 
the above method as well. 

As to Claim 84, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the display device includes a mechanical display of the digits (Col. 1 Lines 52-65) 
As to Claim 85, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the mechanical display is substantially circular (Fig. 1 and 2). 
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As to Claim 86, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the number of player-selectable digit positions is predetermined (abstract and Col. 
1 Lines 52-65). 

As to Claim 87, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the digit positions include a one's digit position,, a ten's digit position and a 
hundred's digit position (Fig. 2 Item 110). 

As to Claim 88, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the player has the freedom to push any button or select any indicia or digit. That 
indicates that the processor is operable to enable the player to select a digit position for 
each digit before said digit is selected (Col.2 Lines 3048) 

As to Claim 89, Adams '874 discloses: 

that the award has a value of the order of the digits in said digit positions (abstract and 
Col. 1 Lines 52-65). Adams '874 specifically indicates that the award is determined by 
the values determined by the pointer, which would mean that the award would have a 
value of the order of the digits determined by the indicator. 



As to Claim 90, Adams '874 discloses: 
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A multiplier (a mathematical operation) that has the ability to change the award in 
different formats, which can also include a mathematical operation, applied to at least 
two of said digits in said digit positions (CoL1 Line 66 - CoL2 Line 9). 

As to Claim 91 , Adams '874 discloses: 

that the processor is operable to enable the player to rearrange the order of the digits 
associated with the digit positions at least once (Col.1 Line 66 - Col. 2 Line 9). 

As to Claim 92 and 94, Adams '874 discloses: 

a player-selectable modified input, wherein activation of the modified input initiates an 
award modification method (Col.1 Line 66 - Col. 2 Line 9). Modification by the multiplier 
includes an input modification, which leads to a modification in the payout (award). 
Adams '874 discloses a modification technique using a multiplier, which can include any 
of the modification described here. 

As to Claim 93, Adams '874 discloses: 

a processor that selects one of a plurality of award modification methods to apply to the 
award (Col. 2 Lines 30-48), by selecting a combination of indicia. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 34-35 and 60-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Adams '874. 

Adams'874 teaches all the elements in Claims 34-35 and 60-61 except that it does not 
expressly disclose the using of a prism shaped display device. 
As to Claim 34, Adams '874 discloses: 

34. The gaming device of Claim 31, wherein the mechanical display device is prism- 
shaped having three sides. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to chose a prism shaped display device 
with displaying the modified method on each side of it, because Applicant has not 
disclosed that choosing a prism shaped display device provides an advantage, is used 
for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, 
furthermore, would have expected Adams '874 display device, and applicant's 
invention, to perform equally well with either the current display device taught by Adams 
'874 or the claimed prism shaped display device because both display devices would 
perform the same function of displaying the outcome of the game and modified methods 
equally well. 
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Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to modify Adams '874 to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 34-35 and 60-61 because such a modification 
would have been considered a mere design consideration which fails to patentably 
distinguish over the prior art of Adams '874. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Sarkhili whose telephone number .is 571-272-2831 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571)272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000, 
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